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The 
Wekiwa 
Ranch 
THE AsTOR GRANT 
THF. l«>T.l , IX"' l'ln-: -.s, Wl'\:Tt: R PAUK", Tl.A , 
THE \VEK1'V A RANCH 
THE ASTOR GRANT 
T HIS remarkable tract, which I acquired in 1915, lies in the angle formed by the confluence of the St. Johns and \Ve-
kiwa Rivers, in Seminole County, Florida, 
about four miles west of Sanford, the county 
seat and head of navigation of the St. Johns 
River, and adjoining the town of Lake iion-
roe. Seminole County ships one-third of the 
celery grown in the United States, in addition 
to immense quantities of winter vegetables-
cabbage, peppers, lettuce, tomatoes, cucum-
bers, beans and similar crops, amounting to 
some 8000 carloads- for the season of 1929-
1930. There are also in the county more than 
600 citrus groves with an aggregate acreage 
of more than 8800 acres. This tract was for-
merly owned by the late W illiam Astor of . 
New York, and was known as the Astor 
. Grant. \Vhen I acquired the property, I de-
Yoted it to the raising of cattle .and it wa" 
known as the \V ekiwa Ranch. It included 
more than 4000 acres, a portion of which I sold 
some years ago. The remaininq nortion de-
scribed herein and now offered for sale, com-
prises 27 40 acres. 
The tract borders the St. Johns River for a 
distance of about three miles, and rises gradu-
ally from the river bank through a distance of 
about three miles to eleYations of from sixty 
to seventy feet along the souther}~.,. boundary 
of the nroperty, making such drainage as mflv 
be de"irahle easy and relati-vely inexpensiYe. 
and proYiding conditions of cultivation varieJ 
and adap!ed to many different crops. 
The land lies in the famous " Sanford Celery 
Delta". Artesian wells can be had in all parts 
of it; a number of such wells ha Ye heen in use 
for many years with undiminished flow. These 
artesian wells prm"i<le a system of sub-irriga-
tion. sub-drainage and sub-aeration which is 
perhaps unequaled in the world for the grow-
ing of vegetables. The area of land in Florida 
which enjoys these unique ach-antages, is very 
limited. 
Of the tract, something over 800 acres, bor-
dering on the St. Johns River throughout the 
three miles of riverfront, is level prairie land, 
of extraordinarv f ertilitv, underlaid with a 
marl subsoil- a~d hence· sweet-and subject 
in part to occasional overflow. This prairie 
is, however, susceptible of being protected 
from overflow from the river, by diking <!r 
otherwise, at moderate cost. The prairie is 
now a pasture, densely covered with native 
and improved grasses, on which- supple:r:nent-
ed during periods of overflow by the use of the 
adjoining higher lands - I have carried a 
thousand head of cattle and a thousand head 
of sheep. This land is adapted to the pastur-
ing of beef cattle and sheep, and to the main-
tenance of a large dairy. On this land I have 
grown forty tons of sugar cane to the acre, 
without fertilizer or cultivation, as well as 
equally noteworthy crops of sorghum, kudzu, 
soy beans, Para grass and other forage crops. 
A specimen of this prairie soil was submitted 
to the Federal Department of Agriculture at 
,v ashington; it was reported by the depart-
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ment to be remarkably fertile, · and particu-
larly adapted in an extraordinary degree to 
the growing of bulbs. 
Adjoining this prairie on the south are 900 
acres of hammock land, from 20 to 30 feet 
above the river, and covered with a dense 
growth of oak, pine, gum, cedar, bay, mag-
nolia, hickory, cabbage palmetto and other 
trees. The soil is black, deep and extremely 
fertile. 
The remainder of the tract is mainly pine 
land of excellent quality; there are also . about 
460 acres of young cypress trees lying between 
the prairie and the hammock land. Th~se 
lands have all been partially cut over within 
recent years, but large amounts of second 
growth timber of all varieties are found on the 
property. 
This property is adapted to the production 
of any crops that can be succes -f\tlly grown in 
Florida. I myself, during my eight years' 
residence on the place, grew celery, lettuce, 
peppers, corn, sorghum, Irish potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, beans, cabbage. watermelqns, can-
taloupes, strawberries. velvet beans, cowpeas, 
soybeans, kudzu, sugar cane. chufas and other 
crops, all of them in prof us ion an~ of . prime 
quality. On a portion of the original tract 
sold by me, and subsequently developed as 
The Astor Farms, notable crops of celery, 
lettuce, peppers, cabbage, corn and other 
produce are now being grown. Considerable 
areas are well adapted to the growing of or-
anges and grapefruit, as is shown by a grove 
of wild orange trees which has been growing 
for many years on the place; other areas are 
especially adapted to the growing of the prod-
ucts now arousing so much interest in I~-,lorida, 
such a. hu]bs--paper narcissus, gladiolus. 
amaryllis, dahlia--grapes, asparagus ferns 
and tung oil trees. 
One importnnt adnmtage of the tract is its 
transportation and shipping facilities. 'The 
nearest railroad shipping point is Lake Mon-
roe. on the main line of the Atlantic Coast 
I 
Line · Railroad between J ackson~ille and 
Tampa. An asphalt paved highwa~.,. extends 
from the entrance to the tract td Lak~ :M:onroe 
and Sanford. Lake Monroe ships · annually 
some hundreds of solid carloads of celery, 
sweet peppers and other vegetables, in addi-
tion to great quantities of these products in 
broken lots by express. The freight boats of 
the St. J alms River Transportation Line pass 
the property daily in each direction on their 
trips between Jacksonville and Sanford; if 
there were need of it, cargoes could be trans-
ferred to or from these boats directly from the 
river front of the property, as has been done 
a numher of times in the past. 
The high tension transmission line of the 
Florida Power and Light company crosses 
the property. making power available for all 
purposes. 
It may be of interest to some to know that 
the property was for some . years maintained 
as a. bird and game sanctuary and preserve. 
and was then well stocked with deer, bear, wild 
turkeys, quail, snipe and ducks in the migra-
tory season, while excellent fishing and boat-
ing on the eight miles of frontage along the 
two rivers was an interesting feature of the 
property. 
I may add that when I was forced by ill 
health to resign the Presidency of Rollins Col-
lege, I devoted a year or more to inspecting 
properties in all parts of Central and South 
Florida. before finally purchasing the tract 
here described; after more than forty-five 
years' familiarity· with. and study of. Florida 
conrlitions, I am still of the opinion, as I was 
when I bought it, that this tract has outstand-
ing advantages of location, accessibilit~ ... , trans-
portation, richness and variety of soil, flowing 
wells, complete and inexpensive drainage and 
sports by land, air and water, greater than any 
other I was able to find in the state. The river-
front affords a secure and cmwenient anchor-
age for small pleasure craft. the level · prairie 
affords a fine natural landing fielcl for air-
planes of any size. and at Sanford there is an 
excellent yacht basin for sea-going yachts 
drawing'·up to eight feet of water. I clo not 
know of another tract in Florida so well 
adapted :to the formation of a colony of truck 
and li,~estock farmers, or to other similar de-
Yelopment. 
On account of a very serious illness, I find 
it necessary to off er this fine estate for sale. I 
will furnish an abstract to date, and will guar-
antee that a title insurance policy can be ob-
tained. 
,vu.LIAM F. IlLACIG\fAX 
J,Vinter Parl..~, Florida. 
